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midwife CRISIS!

Micah Challenge is a global coalition campaign of more than 50 aid and development agencies, as well as churches, groups and 
individuals, in support of the Millennium Development Goals. Ref #6447

On Mother’s Day we are thankful for the love and sacrifice of our mothers. Whether in 
Australia or a developing country, mothers give of themselves from the very beginning.

But some mothers around the world are being asked to give more than their bodies can bear 
– thousands die and thousands more are left disabled as they give birth without the support 
of midwives or health professionals.

The Bible uses the image of a nursing mother to highlight both the care God gives us, and 
the love we must also have for others. This Mother’s Day we can show we care by reminding 
Australia’s leaders of our commitments to the Millennium Development Goals. 

Delivering on these will ensure Mother’s Day is a celebration for many more mums!

MDG 4: Reduce child mortality by two-thirds by 2015.

MDG 5: �Reduce maternal mortality by three-quarters by 2015.

Visit micahchallenge.org.au for more information.
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This Mother’s Day, the world is in the grip of 
a midwife crisis with an estimated shortage of 
350,000 midwives globally. We need to deliver on 
our Millennium Development Goal promises to 
reduce maternal and child mortality by 2015.

Every year, at least 340,000 women die during 
pregnancy or childbirth and two million babies 
die on the day they are born. More than half of 
these deaths occur in the Asia-Pacific region and 
could largely be prevented with greater access to 
skilled health workers, particularly midwives.

Just a stone’s throw from our shores, Papua New 
Guinea records one of the highest maternal mortality 
rates in the world. Less than 40 percent of births 
in PNG are attended by a midwife, compared 
with 99 percent of all births in Australia.

We ask that maternal, newborn and child health be 
prioritised in government aid spending. Please allocate 
$1 in every five aid dollars to health by 2012, so 
Australia can help to train more midwives in our region.

This is one commitment Australia can 
deliver on for mothers everywhere.

Dear Minister Rudd,


