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Beyond Charity 

Is generous giving to charity enough? Is that the only difference Christians can 
make to those in poverty? Siu Fung Wu, Global Education Officer at World Vision 
Australia argues the case that we can go beyond giving money. 

Monetary generosity is not enough because the Bible demands a holistic approach to alleviate 
poverty. Financial giving cannot fully deal with the power and injustice that marginalise the 
powerless and the disadvantaged. 
 
Importantly, the Bible’s demand to help the widows, the fatherless and foreigners should not 
simply be understood as charity. Instead, it is part of God’s call for His people to bear witness to 
their Creator, who desires just and loving relationships between His image-bearers. 
 
 
Beyond charity 
Indeed, the word “charity”, when understood in primarily monetary terms, does not fully represent 
what God expects from us in the face of extreme poverty. 
 
Old Testament scholar, J. G. McConville, says that the Law’s demand to protect the widows, the 
fatherless and foreigners (Deuteuronomy 14:28-29) is not a welfare provision. Instead, it 
expresses the fact that they are full members of God’s people. They are not second-class 
citizens, and deserve all of God’s blessings. 
 
McConville explains that they are not “the poor” as such, but that they are vulnerable and hence 
subject to injustice. 
 
The Mosaic Law’s requirement to protect the vulnerable is relentless. It says: “Cursed is anyone 
who withholds justice from the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.” (Deuteuronomy 27:19; 
TNIV) 
 
Thus, the call to protect the disadvantaged is not only a matter of charity but also justice. A 
people under God’s rule have to maintain justice for everyone, especially for the powerless and 
oppressed. 
 
Therefore, financial giving to charity is not sufficient. What we need are just socio-political 
systems that ensure that the powerful do not exploit the powerless, and that the vulnerable are 
given a chance to stand on their own feet. As Proverbs 31:8 teaches us, we are to “speak up for 
those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute". 
 
Obviously leaders and governments in developing countries play an important role here. But 
international systems and structures can exploit the disadvantaged. Rich countries can help to 
release the burden on the vulnerable. This is why the Make Poverty History and Micah Challenge 
campaigns focus on trade justice, debt relief, and more and better aid. 

An estimated 30,000 children die each day because of poverty-related causes, such as lack of 
immunisation. 
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In contrast, parents in Australia receive $227.90 of 
Maternity Immunisation Allowance if they fully 
immunise their child (2006 figure). This policy is a 
positive measure to encourage immunization. But 
who is going to take a stand for the families in 
developing countries where measles and diarrhea 
kill thousands of children every day? 

 
Charity says that I should give to development agencies so that more overseas children can get 
immunised. However, justice says that I should also ask wealthy countries to increase foreign aid 
and debt relief so that these countries can provide better health systems.  
 
For example, Mozambique was able to increase their health spending by $A18.5 million because 
of debt relief granted to them. A recent World Vision report states that "half a million children are 
now vaccinated against tetanus, whooping cough and diphtheria, increasing coverage to 80 per 
cent". A commitment to justice is able to bring significant change to the underlying systems and 
structures that can exploit the vulnerable and disadvantaged. 
 
A cow in Europe receives about $US2 per day in subsidy, which is more than what 75 per cent of 
Africans earn each day. A TEAR Australia report last year says that “on average, low-income 
developing countries exporting to high-income countries face tariffs three to four times higher 
than the tariffs faced by other high-income countries". My almsgiving cannot be a voice for 
developing countries here. But I can be a voice for justice by asking the participants in the G20 
summit to take actions to remove unjust trade rules. 
 
 

Beyond justice 
Recognition of the justice of God takes us a big step forward in understanding Micah’s challenge 
to act justly and show mercy (Micah 6:8). But the realisation that this is in fact an essential part of 
our mission mandate will take us even further in understanding God’s heart. 
 
It should be noted that the nations around Israel in the ancient world did have similar law codes to 
protect widows and orphans. However, they had nothing to protect their resident foreigners. 
(“Foreigners” are translated as “aliens” in many Bible versions. Here I follow TNIV’s translation.) 
 
In other words, everyone knew that humanitarian aid for widows and orphans was important, but 
they would not give foreigners in their country equal access to the blessings of the land. But 
Israel’s worldview was to be radically different, and so should the church’s. 
 
The unique provision for foreigners in the Mosaic Law stems from Israel’s Exodus experience 
(Exodus 22:21; 23:9). But it also reflects the fact that their God was the Creator God, and every 
one of his image-bearers is important. 

Most importantly, Israel’s obedience to the Law 
was not only for their own benefit, but also for 
the benefit of the whole world. This is made 
clear in Deuteronomy 4:5-8, which says that the 
vocation of Israel was to show the nations how 
righteous and just the laws of their God were. 
As Biblical scholar Christopher Wright says: 
“The point [of the passage] is that if Israel 
would live as God intended, then the nations 
would notice.” 
 

"An estimated 30,000 children die each 
day because of poverty-related causes, 

such as lack of immunisation. In 
contrast, parents in Australia receive 

$227.90 of Maternity Immunisation 
Allowance if they fully immunise their 

child (2006 figure)." 

"Part of the Gospel mandate for us is to 
bear witness to Christ by defending the 

cause of the disadvantaged. Participating in 
the Micah Challenge campaign is not so 

much 'a good thing' to do for the poor. 
Rather, it is part of our role in fulfilling the 

church’s mission". 
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In other words, this is the mission mandate for God’s people. They are to bear witness to God by 
living out His plans and purposes, not least by defending the cause of the vulnerable - which of 
course includes the foreigners. This mission mandate is of course rooted in God’s covenant with 
Abraham, which says that all peoples of the world will be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3). 
 
In the same way, part of the Gospel mandate for us is to bear witness to Christ by defending the 
cause of the disadvantaged. Participating in the Micah Challenge campaign is not so much “a 
good thing” to do for the poor. Rather, it is part of our role in fulfilling the church’s mission. 
 
 
Another look at the Good Samaritan 
It is probably no coincidence that Luke mentions the parable of the Good Samaritan after the 
sending out of the 72 disciples (Luke 10:1-37 - note that the NIV translation in Luke 10:25 is 
perhaps somewhat misleading, because it suggests a break from the previous passage. See 
NRSV, NAS, KJV, and NKJV.). Jesus sent them out for a mission. After their return a Law expert 
asked Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus then told him the Good Samaritan 
parable.  
 
For us, the parable seems to be simply about charity. But for Jesus it is more. It is about a correct 
understanding of the love command (Leviticus 19:18). Loving our neighbour includes loving a 
foreigner -or, in Jesus’ amazing challenge to his listener, the love of a foreigner (a Samaritan) for 
a resident (a Jew). 
 
Ironically the Law expert failed to understand the missional purpose of the Law. At the heart of 
the Law is love for one’s neighbour. And, as we have seen above, our neighbour includes 
“foreigners”. 
 
We cannot fulfill our mission mandate unless we take heed to Jesus’ challenge. By defending the 
cause of foreigners, Israel would demonstrate to the nations what kind of God they serve - a God 
who demands his people to love the least likely candidates. Similarly, by standing with the 
vulnerable, we bear witness to the Gospel - a Gospel that sees no national, racial and socio-
political boundaries. 
 
Let us take Micah’s challenge and be a people who do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 
our Lord.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


