
HOW TO MAKE AN OFFERING  
OF LETTERS
Micah Micah Challenge encouhallenge encourages ages you to u to use e your ur words s 
on on behalf of half of the he poor as an act of r as an act of worship to p to God. All . All 
you nu need d is a s a pen, , 15 5 minunutes and s and the dee desisire to se to see our e our 

be. . You can u can take e part as an t as an individual or as a gvidual or as a grououp. . 

Each year thousands of Christians in Australia write letters as 
part of the Micah Challenge Offering of Letters campaign 
and our message is being heard in the halls of Parliament. 
Every major denomination and over thirty different Christian 
aid and mission groups are supporting the campaign and 
we want to make sure these issues stay on the minds of our 
leaders  asking them to act with urgency and compassion 
to help meet the basic needs of the poorest communities.

In 2009, the Prime Ministers office made an official 
response to the Offering of Letters campaign. It states in 
part: “... Thank you for the encouraging words from Micah 
Challenge for the Governments policies to address global 
poverty. The Government remains committed to increasing 
the Official Development Assistance... as part of global 
efforts to make poverty history.

The global economic crisis is making progress towards 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) more difficult.
The impact of the crisis is especially severe in developing 
countries, and therefore the role of donor nations in 
protecting the poorest and most vulnerable is critical. In 
London in April 2009, Australia and all other G20 member 
states reaffi rmed commitment to the MDGs and to achieving 
ODA pledges...”

The Australian Government has acknowledged the need 
for citizens to keep speaking out on behalf of the poor, 
especially in the face of a difficult economic climate. 
Taking part in the Offering of Letters campaign is one way 
Christians can respond to Gods call to “Speak up for those 
who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute” (Proverbs 31:8). This is particularly important  
in the lead up to a Federal Election where we are seeking  
to ensure that poverty is once again a key election issue.

overer thehe page, b butut pleleasese feelel free te to use yourur own 
words and ss and speak of ak of your ur personal concern for onal concern for the e poor. . 
Thihis shs shows s you hau have put te put time and me and thouhought t into to the e issue sue 
and and your leur letter wer will ll be me more powerful.
  HAHAND-WRITEWRITE clcleararly andand prprint yourur namename andand addaddress ess 
at at the ene end.
  BEBE POSITIVEITIVE a andnd encencouraging.
  PRAY Y thatat ourour leadeaders s willll acact.
  Thihis activs activity y is s best done wst done with a gh a grououp, such as , such as part t 
ofof a worship seservicice. . For momore e informatformation inclucluding 
a a PowerPoint pnt presenesentation, v, visit t the Micah he Micah Chalallenge nge 
websibsite. . 

Thank you for taking part in Offering of Letters campaign. 
Your effort is much appreciated.

Micah Challenge is an international campaign calling 
for people of faith to speak up for justice and mercy for 
the worlds poor and vulnerable. Only when individuals, 
communities and national leaders work together can we 
tackle the big issues set out in the MDGs such as reducing 
child and maternal deaths, ending hunger, and helping poor 
nations adapt to the damaging effects of climate change. 
Visit The Micah Challenge website to find out more.

See e the ne next t page for suggesge for suggested d text for wrt for writing  
a a letter er in n 2010-11 a10-11 about out aid  [Please check the  
Micah Challenge website for the most up to date letter 
writing guides].
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PLEASE SE take e the the time to me to personalonally hany hand-write a lee a letter r 
to to the he Prime Mme Minister. . Some suggesme suggested d wording g is s given n 
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Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing bec
ause... [a

dd your personal thoughts her
e]

I believe we can act
 to see global poverty halv

ed if we meet the M
illennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) by 2015. This dat
e is not too far away. 

Thank yo
u for keeping

 your commitment to increase
 Australias o

verseas a
id to 0.5% of 

national income by 2015, even in 
the face 

of difficult economic times. I appr
eciate the

 value 

your Government place
s on the MDGs and the

 increase
 in aid fun

ding we saw in the 2010-11

federal bu
dget. This

 will make a ver
y real diff

erence to
 our global neighb

ours  people 

experienc
ing the cr

ippling eff
ects of poverty.

As your office stated
 in the official respo

nse to Offering of Letters 
in 2009, The im

pact of the 

global economic crisis is
 especiall

y severe 
in develo

ping countries, a
nd therefo

re the role of 

donor nations in protecting th
e poorest and m

ost vulnera
ble is crit

ical.

I therefore ask tha
t you make a tim

etabled c
ommitment to your aspirat

ion goal of an aid t
arget 

of 0.7% of national income by the 
upcoming electio

n.

I pray tha
t you will have w

isdom and courage as 
you lead Australia.

Yours sincer
ely,

[Sign the 
letter and

 neatly pr
int your name, addres

s and po
stcode]

 1. HAND-WRITE and personalise the letter please be neat.

  

 2. Collect the letters and deliver them to the MP who represents the electorate where your church is located.
Attach a cover letter explaining why your church is passionate about these issues, and let them know that it is something 
you will consider when making an election decision. Ask your MP to deliver the letters to the Prime Minister on your behalf. 
Visit www.apps.aec.gov.au/esearch to find your MPs contact details.

3. Please make sure your letters are delivered to your MP before the election.
4. Consider making an appointment with your MP at their electorate office to present your letters and speak personally to 

them about your concerns. Visit the Micah Challenge website to learn more about visiting your politician.

 
 

Response form for Offering of Letters

After you have sent your letters to your MP, please complete this response form and send it to: 

Micah Challenge, Level M, 134 William St Potts Point NSW 2011

Name of Church/school/group:

Contact person:

Phone:  Email:

Address:

Federal electorate (where the group is located):

Member of Parliament (where group is located):

(You can find out this information at www.apps.aec.gov.au/esearch )

Number of letters written to the Prime Minister:

I have sent a letter to the MP representing our church and/or a letter to the Opposition Leader

Please add me to the list to receive Micah Challenge monthly e- updates on the campaign  

For more information contact the Micah Challenge office: info@micahchallenge.org.au .
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