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Micah Challenge encourages you to use your words

on behalf of the poor as an act of worship to God. All
you need is a pen, 15 minutes and the desire to see our
world transformed into a picture of how God wants it to
be. You can take part as an individual or as a group.

Each year thousands of Christians in Australia write lefters as
part of the Micah Challenge ‘Offering of Letters’ campaign
and our message is being heard in the halls of Parliament.
Every major denomination and over thirty different Christian
aid and mission groups are supporting the campaign and
we want fo make sure these issues stay on the minds of our
leaders — asking them to act with urgency and compassion
fo help meet the basic needs of the poorest communities.

In 2009, the Prime Minister's office made an official
response to the Offering of Lefters campaign. It states in
part: “...Thank you for the encouraging words from Micah
Challenge for the Govermment's policies to address global
poverty. The Govermnment remains committed fo increasing
the Official Development Assistance... as part of global
efforts fo make poverty history.

The global economic crisis is making progress fowards

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) more difficult.
The impact of the crisis is especially severe in developing
countries, and therefore the role of donor nations in
protecting the poorest and most vulnerable is critical. In
london in April 2009, Australia and all other G20 member
states reaffirmed commitment fo the MDGs and to achieving

ODA pledges...”

The Australian Government has acknowledged the need
for citizens to keep speaking out on behalf of the poor,
especially in the face of a difficult economic climate.
Taking part in the Offering of Letters campaign is one way
Christians can respond to God's call to “Speak up for those
who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who
are destitute” (Proverbs 31:8). This is particularly important
in the lead up to a Federal Election where we are seeking
fo ensure that poverty is once again a key election issue.

PLEASE take the time to personally hand-write a letter

to the Prime Minister. Some suggested wording is given

over the page, but please feel free to use your own

words and speak of your personal concern for the poor.

This shows you have put time and thought into the issue

and your letter will be more powerful.

+ HAND-WRITE clearly and print your name and address
at the end.

+ BE POSITIVE and encouraging.

+ PRAY that our leaders will act.

+ This activity is best done with a group, such as part
of a worship service. For more information including
a PowerPoint presentation, visit the Micah Challenge
website.

Thank you for taking part in Offering of Lefters campaign.
Your effort is much appreciated.

Micah Challenge is an international campaign calling

for people of faith to speak up for justice and mercy for

the world’s poor and vulnerable. Only when individuals,
communities and national leaders work together can we
tackle the big issues sef out in the MDGs such as reducing
child and maternal deaths, ending hunger, and helping poor
nations adapt fo the damaging effects of climate change.
Visit The Micah Challenge website to find out more.

See the next page for suggested text for writing

a letter in 2009/2010 about aid [Please check the
Micah Challenge website for the most up fo date letter
writing guides].
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. HAND-WRITE and personalise the letter — please be neat.

2 Give your letter to the person who has organised the letter-writing. OR send your letter to Micah Challenge,
Locked Bag 122, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086. We can then track numbers and present the letters to the Prime
Minister at Voices for Justice — the annual Micah Challenge advocacy gathering in Canberra.

. Please ensure your letters arrive at the office two weeks before Voices for Justice.

. Consider sending a representative from your group to attend and help deliver the letters. Visit the Micah
Challenge website to find out more.
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Complete this form and send it with your leffers to: Micah Challenge, Locked Bag 122, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086
Name of Church/school/group:

Contact person:

Phone: Email:

Address:

Federal electorate (where the group is located):

Member of Parliament (where group is located):

(You can find out this information at J

Number of letters written fo the Prime Minisfer:

| have sent a letter to the MP representing our church and/or a letter to the Opposition Lleader
Please add me to the list to receive Micah Challenge monthly e- updates on the campaign

For more information contact the Micah Challenge office:




