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HOW TO CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL MEDIA

Your local media want to hear from YOU! - A simple,
how-to guide for engaging the media to maximise your
campaigning efforts.

Contacting media is an important way we can use

our voice for justice for the poor. This might seem a bit
infimidating at first = but remember that a personal story or
lefter from a local resident has great news-worthiness. Local
papers love a local angle and this is offen exactly the type
of article they are looking for.

It is important to remember that local media are more
inferested in @ unique or entertaining story than in facts and
figures; you might be passionate about the stafistics behind
global poverty, but local media are more interested in the
narrafive — how the issue is affecting local residents like you.

This is why your involvement in an event like o ‘Survive
Past Five" 5th Birthday Party or Voices for Justice provides a
perfect occasion to contact your local media and provides
a fantastic photograph and inferview opportunity. Getting
coverage in local media also makes a big impact on
poliicians, who keep a close eye on the local media

of their electorate.

Examples of media avenues to contact

+ Your local newspaper ('local rag).

+ Your local community radio station.

+ Your local Christian radio sfafion.

+ Your church/denomination’s website or blog.

+ Denominational newsletter/magazines.

+ National/daily papers [this is best done through @
150 word letter to the editor — see the Micah Challenge
website for tips on how fo write a good letter to
the editor).

Tips for writing to your local paper:

1. Contact the editor — Visit hiip//vvwvw.nlo gov.
au/npapers fo find online defails of all Australian
newspapers. Find the email address for the editor in
the ‘contact us’ section of your newspaper's website

2. Send a high-resolution photograph of
your group with the article — pictures often speak more
powerfully than words and make articles more aftractive
fo readers.

+ Media love kids, so a photo or story about school aged
kids taking part in an action such as a ‘Survive Past Five'
5th Birthday Party party is an excellent angle. (Make sure
you get writfen permission from parents).

+ See the Micah Challenge website for fips on how fo take
good photos for the media.
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3. Find an interesting, local angle, such as
a MP Visit, ‘Survive Past Five' 5th Birthday Party
or MDG Forum.
+ Include quotes from local residents, politicians and
community leaders, such as the minister from your church.
+ Keep your article short — preferably less than one page.
+ Contact your local media as soon as possible — ideally
within three days of the event. You may also like to
contact your local media before an event and offer a
photo opportunity or inferview. Note: If they decline to
come to your event, you should still send them a media
release and photo after the event.

4. Follow up with a phone call - the day affer you
send your article, phone the editor fo check that they
received your article and fo see if they need any further
information.

5. Be persistent! — Don't be too disappointed if your
article doesn't get published the first ime you write.

+  The more lefters and articles on an issue the paper
receives, the more likely a story will get published.

6. Let us know if you have an arficle published in
your local media, so we can publish your story on the
feedback page of the Micah Challenge website. It's
always encouraging to see Micah Challenge supporters
profiled in their local media — helping to get justice issues
on the media agenda, as part of their advocacy.

Please the take time when organising an event fo contact
your local media, speaking from your personal perspective
as a concemed resident. Be sure to emphasise that you
believe the Australian Government should do more fo help
the poor, for example, by making a solid commitment fo
reach an aid commitment of 0.7% by 2015. Everyone
who fakes action has a story to fell. Below you will find

a template for a news article.
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