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- A simple, how-to guide for engaging the media to maximise your campaigning efforts
Media release                                                                              FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Locals take action to help more kids ‘survive past five’
[Or come up with your own punchy headline]
Most Australians would agree that 8.8 million children under five dying in poverty annually is a global tragedy. Most people would feel compassionate, not many would do something to try to change it. But one group of [insert name of your suburb/town/location] residents plan to do just that, by holding a ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday party, and inviting the community to attend.

On [insert date] at [insert venue] a group of passionate campaigners will hold a 5th birthday party style public demonstration, in the aim of drawing community and Government attention to the issue of child mortality. 

Like any kids party, there will be cake, candles, balloons and games. But this party also has an important message. Party guests will celebrate the progress that is being made in the fight to reduce child deaths – 400 thousand more children survived last year than in 2008 – but they will also light candles on the birthday cake in memory of those who didn’t survive to see their fifth birthday. Participants will also be invited to sign ‘5th Birthday cards’ addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as part of a petition asking the Federal Government for an increase in aid spending towards child and maternal health. 

[Insert quote/story from someone from your group or you minister. See example below.]
Local mother of three and event spokeswoman, June Walters, is passionate about child health issues. “My youngest daughter had some complications during her birth and had to spend a week in intensive care”, said Mrs. Walters. 

“Thank God, she survived. But if we were living in a poor country without access to decent health care, she wouldn’t have made it. She started school this year”, she said.]

Local Member for [insert name of electorate and name of MP] has been invited to/will attend the event. 

[You may choose to contact your local member and ask for a quote on their party’s position on MDG4 and insert it here. See example below].

“I am personally very committed to seeing improvements in child health and my party made this issue a priority in the last budget”, said [insert name of MP]. 

But 5th Birthday campaign organisers say more still needs to be done. “We are calling for a prioritising of health in the aid budget”, said Mrs. Walters. “We want to see the government commit $1 in every four aid dollars towards child and maternal health. It’s obvious that access to health care is an essential factor for people to lift themselves out of poverty.”

“We are a group of average Aussies – mums, dads, brothers and sisters – who are passionate about seeing more of the world’s kids reaching their fifth birthday, and beyond.”

The ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday Party is a free, public event.  Contact [Insert name of organiser or group] on [insert email or phone number] for more information or to RSVP.

The ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday campaign is an initiative of Micah Challenge Australia. The campaign is calling for 5th Birthday parties to be held in all 150 electorates before the 2010 election. Visit www.micahchallenge.org.au/fifthbirthdayaction for more information. 

- ENDS -

Media Contact: [Insert your name and contact details here]
Contacting media is an important way we can use our voice for justice for the poor. This might seem a bit intimidating at first – but remember that a personal story or letter from a local resident has great news-worthiness. Local papers love a local angle and this is often exactly the type of article they are looking for.

It is important to remember that local media are more interested in a unique or entertaining story than in facts and figures; you might be passionate about the statistics behind global poverty, but local media are more interested in the narrative – how the issue is affecting local residents like you.

Your involvement in an event like a ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday Party provides a perfect chance to contact your local media and provides a fantastic photograph and interview opportunity. Getting coverage in local media also makes a big impact on politicians, who keep a close eye on the local media of their electorate.

Examples of media avenues to contact:

• Your local newspaper (‘local rag’). • Your local community radio station. • Your local Christian radio station. • Your church/denomination’s website or blog. • Denominational newsletter/magazines. • National/daily papers (this is best done through a 150 word letter to the editor)

Tips for writing to your local paper: 

1. Contact the editor – Visit http://www.nla.gov.au/npapers to find online details of all Australian newspapers. Find the email address for the editor in the ‘contact us’ section of your newspaper’s website

2. Send a high-resolution photograph of your group with the article – pictures often speak more powerfully than words and make articles more attractive to readers.

Note: Media love kids, so a photo or story about school aged kids taking part in an action such as a ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday Party party is an excellent angle. (Make sure you get written permission from parents).

3. Find an interesting, local angle, such as a MP Visit, ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday Party or MDG Forum. Include quotes from local residents, politicians and community leaders, such as the minister from your church. Keep your article short – preferably less than one page. Contact your local media as soon as possible – ideally within three days of the event. You may also like to contact your local media before an event and offer a photo opportunity or interview. Note: If they decline to come to your event, you should still send them a media release and photo after the event.

4. Follow up with a phone call – the day after you send your article, phone the editor to check that they received your article and to see if they need any further information.

5. Be persistent! – Don’t be too disappointed if your article doesn’t get published the first time you write. Note: The more letters and articles on an issue the paper receives, the more likely a story will get published.

6. Let us know if you have an article published in your local media, so we can publish your story on the feedback page of the Micah Challenge website. It’s always encouraging to see Micah Challenge supporters profiled in their local media – helping to get justice issues on the media agenda, as part of their advocacy.

Please the take time when organising an event to contact your local media, speaking from your personal perspective as a concerned resident. Be sure to emphasise that you believe the Australian Govt should do more to help the poor, e.g. by making a solid commitment to increase aid to 0.7% of GNI by 2015. Everyone who takes action has a story to tell!
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