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Millions of Christians to take BIG global action for justice 
On Sunday 10 October 2010 millions of Christians around the world will unite for a BIG day of Prayer and Promise to see half a billion people released from extreme poverty. 100 million Christians will pray for fresh vision to take action on poverty, and more than 10 million will take part in the BIG Promise.

Micah 2010 is an initiative of Micah Challenge, a global campaign of Christians in over 40 countries to remind world leaders that time is running out to meet the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The goals are designed to ensure food, medical care, clean water, access to markets and primary education for all.

Joel Edwards, Micah Challenge International Director, thinks the events of 10.10.10 will be prophetic. “As people of God, we are reminding the world that God stands for justice for the most vulnerable. Last year we witnessed swift and expensive action to deal with the Global Financial Crisis. We call for the same serious attention to poverty”, he said.  

2010 marks ten years since nations promised to get serious about poverty, when they agreed to the MDGs. At the close of 2010, there will only be five years left to make those promises a reality. 

Much has already been achieved and there is reason for hope. Thousands of lives are being changed through our collective action. But, there remains much to do.

Micah Challenge Australia is calling on churches and Christians around the country to set aside Sunday 10 October 2010 to pray, speak and act against poverty. 

Micah Challenge will provide churches with resources to guide their prayer, worship and action on that day. As a sign of our promise, Micah Challenge is asking people to make a handprint that will become part of a global message to national leaders. 

“The message”, according to John Beckett, National Coordinator for Micah Challenge in Australia, is simple. “We believe that poverty grieves God. We acknowledge that we are part of the problem and can be part of the solution to the challenge of poverty”, he said.
“We will take this day to act. We will take this day to worship. We will take this day to pray. We will take this day to stop – to stop and remember that the fight against poverty and injustice forms an integral part of our lives as followers of Jesus.”

Micah Challenge is encouraging churches to do a BIG hand-over of their handprints to their local politician, asking for definite and practical action. The aim is to visit over 1000 political representatives globally with 10 million hands of promise.

For more details see http://www.micahchallenge.org.au/micah2010 
For interviews, contact Amanda Jackson, Micah 2010 Global Coordinator, amandaraej@yahoo.co.uk or Tabitha Horsley in Australia media@micahchallenge.org.au 
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